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of Greece, and to prevent, if possible, a war between
Russia and Turkey. The Duke of Wellington, mean-
while, was informed by a French statesman that the
condition of Spain would also be brought under the
notice of the Congress : and the Duke of Wellington,
who had just arrived in Paris, wrote home to Canning
for instructions as to the course he was to pursue.
Canning had been only a few days in office ; but he
soon made up his mind. He had never had much
doubt that the Congress would seek to deal with
subjects which came nearer to the hearts of most of
the Sovereigns than the condition of struggling
Greece.

Canning sent a reply to the Duke of Wellington,
the important part of which deserves quotation
as a document of the greatest moment, a procla-
mation of the new era which Canning was introducing
into the foreign policy of England. " If," wrote
Canning, " there be a determined project to interfere
by force or by menace in the present struggle in Spain,
so convinced are his Majesty's Government of the
uselessness and danger of any such interference, so
objectionable does it appear to them in principle, as
well as impracticable in execution, that when the
necessity arises, or, I would rather say, when the
opportunity offers, I am to instruct your Grace at
once frankly and peremptorily to declare that to any
such interference, come what may, his Majesty will
not be a party." The result of these instructions was
decisive. France, through her representative, strongly
argued for an interference with the Spanish Revo-
lution by force of arms, and insisted that the